
Side 1 

Emma Molloy, 1839-1907 

Activist and evangelist Emma Molloy was born in South Bend.1 As editor of the city’s National Union in 

the 1860s, she advocated for women’s rights and their entrance into the public sphere.2 Molloy moved 

to Elkhart, where she co-founded the Observer in 1872. Here, she grew into a prolific political reformer 

and public speaker, advancing temperance and women’s liberation. 3 

 

Side 2 

Emma Molloy 

Molloy lobbied for temperance and liberalized divorce laws as a means to reduce financial hardship and 

abuse endured by wives.4 Realizing the ballot was necessary to effect this change, she advocated for 

women’s suffrage.5 Her speeches catapulted her to an international stage, as she lectured in England 

and spoke at National Woman Suffrage Association conventions.6 

 
* All manuscript sources are from the Emma Barrett Molloy Collection, 1846-1985 (M1043) at the Indiana 
Historical Society. 
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