
Side 1  

Origins of Indiana Pride 

Until the 1980s, most LGBTQ Hoosiers socialized privately due to safety concerns.1 In 1984, police 

harassment and surveillance of gay men in Indianapolis spurred hundreds to gather at Monument Circle 

in a show of solidarity against discrimination.2 While the gatherings helped ignite the local liberation 

movement, Hoosiers celebrated Pride Week quietly until 1990.3 

Side 2 

Indiana LGBTQ Pride 

On June 30, 1990, Indiana held its first large outdoor Pride event, “Celebration on the Circle.” The event 

provided a public space for attendees to socialize, learn about their rights, and hear from AIDS activists. 

Despite the presence of protestors, the event empowered attendees, challenged social stigmas, and 

welcomed a range of sexual and gender expressions.4 

 

* Visit the Indiana History Blog to learn more about the origins of Indiana Pride and the 1990 

“Celebration on the Circle.” 

* Learn about the following LGBTQ+ Indiana history topics with our Indiana History Blog: 

“’Actually, Genuinely Welcomed:’ How North Meadow Circle of Friends Embraced and Wed LGBTQ 

Individuals” 

“Gloria Frankel & The Seahorse: The South Bend LGBT Club’s Fight for Gay Rights” 

“How Indy’s Queer Community Challenged Police Harassment in the 1980s” 

“The Debate over ‘Decency:’ How Hoosiers Challenged Anita Bryant’s Anti-Gay Rights Crusade” 

“’Walk a Mile in Their Pumps:’ Combating Discrimination within Indy’s Queer Community” 

“’We Had Sung Them Off the Monument Steps:’ Pride, Protest, and Patriotism in Indianapolis” 

 
Issues of The Works and New Works News are available via the Chris Gonzalez GLBT Archives. 
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