
(Side 1) 

J. Chester and Elizabeth Allen  

African American attorneys J. Chester and Elizabeth Allen, who established a law firm here in 1939,1 

fought for equal housing and employment.2 Elizabeth founded a local Red Cross nurse’s aid training and 

placement program for black women in the early 1940s.3 As an NAACP member, she worked to 

desegregate educational facilities and advised on the Legal Redress Committee.4  

 

(Side 2) 

J. Chester and Elizabeth Allen (30) 

Elected state representative in 1938 and 1940, J. Chester introduced bills barring discrimination in 

employment and the judicial system.5 Appointed Negro Activities Coordinator of the State Defense 

Council in 1941, he opened WWII defense jobs to African Americans across the state.6 In a fight spanning 

two decades, he helped desegregate Engman Public Natatorium in 1950.7  
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Some secondary sources report that Elizabeth Allen was also involved in the fight to desegregate the Natatorium, 
although IHB has not uncovered primary sources to confirm this assertion. As a Black woman professional in this 
period, she was likely relegated to working behind the scenes, drafting petitions. 


